
Highlights from 
Freedom Report 2016

ABOLISH
SLAVERY
EVERYWHERE,
FOREVER



Copyright © 2017 by A21. All rights reserved.
Printed in the USA. www.a21.org

Photos and names of survivors have been changed for their protection as appropriate.

Costa Mesa
California

Charlotte
North Carolina



London
UK

Oslo
Norway

Bangkok
Thailand

Amsterdam
Netherlands

Cape Town
South Africa Sydney

Australia

Thessaloniki
Greece

Kiev
Ukraine

Copenhagen
Denmark

Sofia
Bulgaria



This report is not just a visual recount of 2016. It’s a reflection and a celebration of the early morning 
police raids, the gravel laid down for refugees to travel on, and the life in a survivor’s eyes. This 
report is a testament to the doing, and not just the saying –a testament to you and the work that you 
make possible every single day.
 
People thought that slavery had been abolished, yet it’s here. Staring right at us in the 21st century. 
But that’s why we exist–to rescue the one woman, the one man, and the one child who is trapped, 
exploited, and hidden in plain sight. Together, we are rolling up our sleeves and fighting for their 
freedom.
 
From launching a National Human Trafficking Resource Line in South Africa and building homes for
refugees, to assisting in the rescue of 77 refugees from a warehouse and starting operations in Denmark. 
2016 was filled with stories of victory and significant moments that we want to share with you.
 
On behalf of the A21 team and all of our survivors–thank you. We are honored to be working with you.
 
Let’s create history together.
 
Let’s end slavery.
 

Nick & Christine Caine

DEAR ABOLITIONISTS



REACH 
  T HE VULN ERABLE

RESCUE
  T HE VICT IMS

RESTORE
  T HE SURVIVORS

and disrupt the demand. We prevent slavery from ever happening by engaging people 
through events, student presentations, and education programs.

and seek justice against their captors. We work closely with law enforcement on the ground 
to support raids, identify victims through our resource lines, assist in the prosecution of 
traffickers, represent survivors in court proceedings, and collaborate with governments and 
other NGOs to eradicate slavery at every level.

and equip them to live independently. We work face-to-face with every person in our 
care, providing them with access to housing, medical treatment, counseling, education, 
employment, and repatriation based on their individual needs.



GLOBAL
HIGHLIGHTS

Fighting slavery in a new country:
COPENHAGEN, DENMARK.

300 WALKS. 40 COUNTRIES.
Our #WalkForFreedom took awareness
to the next level.



We opened a Resource Line in
SOUTH AFRICA.

77 PEOPLE WERE SET FREE
in a single raid when our 1109 Resource
Line responded to a call.

WE’RE BUILDING HOMES
for refugees.



Four children set free in Thailand,
repatriated home, and reunited with
their families.

Two young boys rescued

and reunited with their

families in Thailand.

Two women were rescued in South
Africa after months of threats and abuse
from their trafficker. With the help of
law enforcement, both were secured.

stories of
freedomA woman escaped her trafficker in

Greece. She was beaten badly when her

first attempt failed, but she was brave

enough to try again. And she got away.
20-year-old woman rescued

in Greece after moving

based on a false online

advertisement.



22-year-old woman

welcomed into our care

in the USA.

A woman in South Africa

was successfully repatriated and 

reunited with her family.

11-year-old girl rescued

from a trafficking ring in

Thailand. She received

immediate medical care

and safety.

Freedom for a man in Ukraine after
months of torture, threats, and horrific
working conditions.

stories of
freedom

Two women rescued from labor
exploitation in Ukraine. The first: a young
woman who was recruited by a job
listing online. The second: a woman who
accepted a job from a friend.
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Country of origin

Ages of survivors
Gender of survivors

0-13 6.8%

12.7%

30.5%

25.4%

24.6%

14-17

18-25

26-35

36+

69%
Female

31%
Male
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Recruitment Method

Number of rescues

1.6%
Abduction

8.5%
Unknown

44.1%
False jobs

2.6%
False

immigration

11.8%
Loverboy5.9%

Tricked by
a friend

16.1%
Sold by family

9.4%
Other

2013 2014 2015 2016

78 63 104 223

Survivors restored

2013 2014 2015 2016

78 63 104 118

Afghanistan

Iran

Kazakhstan

Uzbekistan

Malawi

Somalia
Cambodia

Thailand

PhillipinesLaos

China

Vietnam

Russia



An 18-month-old 
baby—a victim of 
human trafficking.

She had been sexually abused, beaten, burned, and 
brought to the hospital in a coma. With multiple broken 
bones, and burns on her face and body, she had to undergo 
multiple surgeries to recover from the trauma. 

We assisted this little girl through our SAFE program and 
repatriated her. She was placed in a loving foster care 
family, where A21 will continue to support her and provide 
medical care, counseling, and the education she deserves. 

Without adequate legal and medical support from A21, she 
may have been sent back to the family who exploited her 
in the first place. 

These stories are heartbreaking, but they’re the reason
we fight.

It was October last year when A21 Thailand received an 
unforgettable call from the local hospital.



Tanya* was a victim of rape when she was 
a teenager, and her rapist was threatening 
her once again.

She left her African country and traveled to Europe to not 
only get away, but to also pursue a full-time education. 
She knew that with education, came job opportunities. 
She traveled to Turkey, paid €2000 to smugglers, and then 
began the voyage to Greece on a plastic boat. Upon arrival 
in Athens, some men approached her and promised that 
if she paid them €300, they would help her reach her 
destination. 

She was taken to a small, overcrowded house, and 
endured a sleepless night with many other refugees. 
The next morning, all the refugees left, but she was 
kept locked in a room. The nightmare began. Raped by 
countless men. Threatened with big knives. Starved. 
And forced to take drugs. 

One day, when the traffickers were drunk, they left the 
keys in the door. She escaped, and began to wander the 
streets alone. A family met her and immediately referred 
her to A21. 

Tanya* is now safe and taking part in our restoration 
program. She’s brave—and her future is bright.

Know this: aftercare has a generational effect.

*  Photos and names of survivors have been  
changed for their protection as appropriate.



Together, we are
making a difference.



To date, we’ve housed survivors of 

27 DIFFERENT 
NATIONALITIES 
in our A21 Home in Greece.

“It’s so exciting! It’s like a new world in 
front of me!”

— A survivor who couldn’t read or count before A21 
helped her go to school said this as she was reading 
her first book.

HOPE.
CONFIDENCE.

freedom.



You are the reason it was possible to 
complete another year in the fight against 
human trafficking. We invite you to 
continue abolishing slavery with us in 2017.

Regular monthly gifts are vital because they help us confidently 
plan ahead and create long-term strategy and growth.

Your donation today will open doors and enable us 
to help more victims of human trafficking.

View full Freedom Report at A21.org/Freedom

A21.org/Donate

GIVE ONCE FUNDRAISE

SPONSOR
FREEDOM

DONAT E FUNDRAISE

SP ONSOR
FREEDOM

T ODAY: T ODAY:

T ODAY:

Fundraising is all about using what is in your hand 
to make a difference. And you can start today.

A21.org/Fundraise

A21.org/Donate

@A21 @A21@A21


